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President's OSO 


On Sunday evening I found myself working on an article for the Emitter. I had attempted 
to get on the Bubba Net, but was having such difficulty in hearing anyone that I decided 
to skip it for the evening, then check out my antenna the next day. I joined in the Athens 
Radio Club ARES Net at 8:30, and then settled down to the computer. I had turned off 
my radio, but had another radio in the house that was still on. At 9:20 p.m. I heard a call 
requesting assistance. I turned on my handheld that was on my work table, but I was too 
late; another ham had taken the call. I settled back to monitor. The originator of the call, 
Robert Howington, KC4DOG, reported a blue Honda had turned over several times on 


Simonton Bridge Road near the Oconee River bridge. The ham who answered Robert’s 
call did not have any other communication, so I jumped in and told them that I would call 
911. I picked up the phone, only to find that my sweet wife was using the phone. Iran 
her and her mother off to make the call. I had just hung up when I could hear the 
ambulance sirens start up down the road. I later checked back with KC4DOG about the 
accident. His wife, Dianne, KD4PIG, answered and said that a young woman had been 
removed from the car and was on her way to the hospital. 


Now, having given my story of the opportunity I had to help in an emergency, T could 
discuss the importance of monitoring our local repeaters. However, I think that as a club 
the ARC does this very well and we have a lot going for us in this area. We all have very 
busy schedules, but I have noticed that when I have a chance to monitor there is usually 
someone else monitoring also. Many times before I can drop what I am doing someone 
else has already responded to the call. Personally, I monitor when J can, but many can 
not monitor because of work restrictions or reception problems inside their work 
building. 


Another good point about our club is that we have members who are very concerned 
about keeping our repeater in good working order and have a desire to improve its range. 
The ARC members recognize the true importance of having a good communication 
system in our area, We are also blessed to have the KD4AOZ repeater nearby. Jeff, 
KD4AOZ, not only takes care of his repeater, but shows great interest in helping the 
ARC improve the club repeater. 


Let's face the facts, it is difficult to monitor the repeaters in our area as often as we would 
like. However, that is my point: we have people who if they could would monitor more 
often. We have a group of hams who care about each other and the people in our 
community. 


I do not have to write a message to encourage the ARC members about monitoring the 
local repeaters because they are already doing a great job. Not only that, but we have 
club members who have studied and prepared themselves to help others in need. Instead 
of encouraging the ARC members to do better I want to thank you for your hard work 
and deep commitment to Amateur Radio and the community. 


Ed Rollor, N4ZRA 
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Minutes from August 1, 2000 
August 1, 2000 


The meeting was called to order by Ed Rollor, N4ZRA, Club President. 
There were 12 members present and 4 guests. Introductions were made. 
No meeting was held in July due to the Independence Day holiday. The 
program scheduled for that day, could not be rescheduled. 


Secretary's report: Elaine Scales, KEATYW 


Minutes were approved as they were posted on the ARC Tin-Can list- 
server. 


Treasurer's Report: Jack Shrum, KE4AHN 


Year to Date Income:..... $4,190.68 
Year to Date Expenses:...$2,222.42 
Balance: ..cceeeenserereee .$1,968.26 


Public Service Event Coordinator's report: Ed Rollor, N4ZRA, reporting 
for Bob Herrin, KE4JLL 

UGA football games are starting September 2. Bob Herrin, KE4JLL will 

be sending the schedule, times, meeting places, etc. on the ARC list- 

server. 


The Watkinsville Scarecrow Race will be held on Oct. 21, 2000, at 8 
a.m. We will probably meet 6:30 or 7:00. Details will be planned later 
and sent out on the ARC list-server. 


There was a good turnout for the Colbert Road Race. Approximately 13 
amateur radio operators took part in this event. 


ARES Coordinator's Report: James Reeves, KF4AQ90 
James reported that check-ins are down for the Sunday evening Athens 


ARES net. The average is 4-8. Everyone is encouraged to check in on 
the ARES net at 8:30 p.m., Sunday evenings. 


Red Cross Liaison report: David McElhannon, KE4EOL 
Details on the up-coming Red Cross drill are unknown at this time. 


Old Business: 
ED Rollor, N4ZRA 
June and July Emitters were combined. Hard copies of the Emitter were 


handed out. A mailing list is being established for those without 
email. 


Radio Club brochures are being made available at the Radio Shack 
stores. The stores like giving out these brochures to customers asking 
about local amateur radio clubs or shopping for ham equipment. 


VE sessions will continue as soon as we receive the new updated 


packets. ARRL was emailed, and the packets still have not been 
up-dated. 


New Business: 
Ed Rollor, N4ZRA 
Three tables have been donated to the club. 


The annual radio club picnic and foxhunt will be held Aug. 26 at 
Sandy Creek Park picnic shelter #1 at 12:00. We will eat at 
approximately 1:30 p.m. Ed Riddle, N4ALE, will be handling the 
foxhunt. The hunt will start at 12:10 p.m. 


Ed Rollor, N4ZRA, attended a one-day, free, no-code technician class 
training session conducted by the Fayette County ARES and FCRA on 
Saturday, July 29, to help the Athens Radio Club evaluate this type of 
training. Several ideas were given to increase membership. These will 
be discussed at later executive club and radio club meetings. 


Ed, N4ZRA, is working on setting up a fox hunt this fall as training 
for wildlife biology students at the UGA Forestry School. This would 
involve members of ARC working with students in teams to locate the 
fox. This would be a training exercise in radio direction finding for 
the students. This would be a community service for us. 


Anyone interested in setting up an ARC road race as a fund-raiser, 
please contact Ed, N4ZRA. : 


Please notify Ed, N4ZRA if interested in helping with a one-day, no- 
code, technician training program. 


UP Coming Meetings: 
September: Risk Communications 
‘ Ed, N4ZRA 

October: Emergency Response Kit 
James, KF4AQO 

November: Elections 

December: Goal Setting for 2001 
Christmas Dinner 


Program: Mike Ellerson, KU4JS 
Subject: PSK31 (a digital communication system that 
operates on single-side band) 
The program was both interesting and informative. It was very much 
enjoyed. We thank Mike for his time and sharing his knowledge with us. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Elaine Scales, KE4TYW 


Secretary 
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Calendar 
Sept. 5 — ARC meeting — 7:30 
Grill open at 6:00 
Program by Ed Rollor 


The Application of the Science of Risk Communication to Amateur Radio 
This is the presentation given at the Georgia ARES Annual 
Statewide Meeting in January 2000. 
Oct, 7-8 — SET weekend 
Oct. 21 — Scarecrow Race 8:00 am 
- Oconee Fall Festival 


UGA Home Football Games 

Sept. 2 — Georgia Southern — 6:00 p.m. 

Sept. 23 - New Mexico State (Band Day) — 1:00 p.m. 
Oct. 7 — Tennessee — 7:00 p.m. (ESPN) 

Oct. 14 — Vanderbilt (Homecoming) —- TBA 

Nov. 18 — Ole Miss - TBA 

Nov. 25 — Georgia Tech - TBA 
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Upcoming Events 


2000 Simulated Emergency Test 

The ARRL Simulated Emergency Test is a nationwide exercise in emergency 
communications, administered by ARRL Emergency Coordinators and Net 
Managers. Both ARES and the National Traffic System (NTS) are involved. 
The SET weekend gives communicators the opportunity to focus on the 
emergency~communications capability within your community while 
interacting with NTS nets. The SET weekend this year is October 7-8, 
2000. 


We are getting prepared.... Edwin Fuqua N4VHA -EC 


ARC News 
STEP BY STEP. INCH BY INCH. 


The annual ARC picnic and foxhunt was held, Saturday, August 26. We met at Sandy 
Creek Park picnic shelter #1 at 12:00 to begin the foxhunt. The sly hunt master (Ed 
Riddle, N4ALE) was already there, awaiting the unsuspecting. Five innocent teams were 
soon on the scene (with their hounds no less) and eager to begin. Team #1 was Robert 
Scales, KE40GD. Team #2 was Scott Sikes, KD4MSR. Team #3 was Phil Koehler, 
AF4TQ. Team #4 was Todd Bowden, AF4CZ. Team #5 was the Rollors: Ed, N4ZRA, 
Daina, KG4GKH, Kate, KG4EYK, Sarah Beth, and Chase, IMADOG. 


The crafty hunt master (he must be kin to that fox), casually stood and announced, “Pm 
going to go on over and turn the fox on,” and waved his hand vaguely toward the road. 
He left in his truck, while the teams gave him a head start, then headed for their cars. The 
last to leave headed that way when he heard the fox signal. 


The shelter was empty of all but Phil, KG4GST, Melanie, KG4DRY, and a funny looking 
dog. Phil is new to the area, but definitely not new to ham radio. I thoroughly enjoyed 
talking with him! He got his license in 1940, just a few months before being shipped to 
Italy, where he spent WW2. He comes to us from Marietta, Georgia, where he lived 


since 1974. (I learned that he lived just around the corner from my aunt and uncle and 
about three miles from my parents in Marietta. Small world! It gets even smaller...his 
son-in-law graduated from Marietta High the same year our president’s brother graduated 
from that school.) He now lives with his daughter, here in Athens. Some of the club 
members plan to help him get an antenna set up in his backyard. Listen for him on the air 
soon! 


But back to the fox hunt... That wily hunt master returned, obviously pleased with 
himself. And he had good reason to be pleased. He knew he had outsmarted those 
persistent hounds this year. He had passed the teams as they drove away from the picnic 
shelter. They all waved happily to him and were on their way. Ed settled in with Phil 
and me and proceeded to enjoy himself. You see...he had planted that fox not more than 
a two-minute walk from the shelter and only a few feet from the water...but every team 
was headed for the other side of the lake. They were following a strong signal that took 
them right over there. 


After awhile, Robert returned to the coolness of the shelter. He had given it a good try, 
but was beaten by the hunt master. 


Meanwhile, the hunters were becoming suspicious. They began to suspect that they were 
picking up a reflected signal. 


After another while, Scott walked by behind the shelter where we sat. He was still hot on 
the trail of the fox...antenna in hand. He stopped and swept the antenna back and forth, - 
scanning the woods, Then he took off down the right path. We thought he’d be back 
soon, but it was not to be. It began to look like the cunning hunt master was going to win 
the day. 


Ed decided to check on Scott’s progress, so he took off down the path toward the fox. 


While he was gone, the picnickers began to arrive, bringing all sorts of goodies with 
them. 


Then the hunt master returned, carrying the fox in his arms. He brought the news that the 
four teams that had been left (Scott, Todd, Phil, and Rollor & co.) had all been very close 
tothe fox. The foxtail (if there had been one) went to Todd, who got there first. Scott 
was close behind Todd, then came Phil, then the Rollors. But the Frisbee went to Chase 
(IMADOG), who hadn’t had enough yet. 


We were soon all settling down with our plates to enjoy good food and good 
conversation. Enjoying each other’s company were Phil (AF4TQ) and Linda Koehler, 
Robert (KE40DG) and Elaine (KE4TYW) Scales, George (NOMKE) and Lois 
Hutchinson, Jerry (KC4JRL) and Rose and Brittany (IMADOG2) Mount, Paul (N4CUA) 


and Albie (N4UFZ) Smith, James (KG4CWA) Geeter and friend, Ed and Melanie and 
Daina and Kate and Sarah Beth and Chase (MADOG) and Z ( A%DOG), Ed (N4ALE) 
Riddle, Scott (KD4MSR) Sikes, Phil, Todd (AF4CZ) Bowden, and Eddie (W4REV) 
Moore. 


Everyone had a good time. It was a very pleasant day back in the woods...not hot at all. 
We look forward to next year’s picnic. And the foxhunters eagerly await the next hunt. 


Special thanks to Ed Riddie, our cunning hunt master, and to Phil Koehler, our 
quartermaster and cook. 


Step by step. Inch by inch. 
Melanie, KG4DRY 
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Member Articles 


East Georgia Chapter Red Cross Seminar 

On Saturday, August 19th, the East Georgia Chapter of the American Red Cross held 
seminars at the Christian Life Worship Center in Athens. The meeting began at 8:00 
a.m, with a hearty breakfast and time to meet other volunteers. The first seminar began 
at 8:00 AM with Steve Stringham introducing Red Cross personnel and also Ed Rollor, 
N4ZRA, the Athens Radio Club President. Steve explained the importance of Amateur 
Radio and communications in disaster situations. Steve introduced Henry Mauldin the 
Red Cross Damage Assessment Supervisor for the East Georgia Chapter. Henry showed 
a 10-minute video of the Gainesville tornado. He pointed out the importance of 
commitment in the time of crisis. He briefly outlined the notification process for 
activation of the volunteers of the East Georgia Chapter. Once the Director has been 
notified the Damage Assessment Supervisor, Henry Mauldin, will then be informed. 
Henry will then activate the Damage Assessment Team by first calling Ed Rollor, Athens 
Radio Club President, and then other DAT members. Ed would then contact all club 
members that have had Damage Assessment Training. After activating the Damage 
Assessment Team the Mass Care Unit would then be notified. The Damage Assessment 
Team would survey the disaster area and relay the information to headquarters. Once the 
~ Damage Assessment Survey is completed the information will be used to determine food 
and shelter needs. 


Sandra Maudlin presented a seminar on Mass Care. She pointed out that volunteers 
usually have the attributes of common sense, good management, servitude, person-to- 
person skills, good observation skills, and are level headed. Sandra also pointed out 
some important elements to consider when assigning people to work in the same area. 
She discussed why personalities, abilities, training, and experience should all be 


carefully thought about when making assignments. Sandra listed the attributes of 
people who commit to serve: compassionate, loving, understanding, and unselfish. 
She mentioned that at one seminar a woman had shared with her the meaning of 
TEAM: Together Everyone Achieves More. 


Steve Stringham presented a short seminar on equipment and materials supplied by the 
Red Cross to help serve and meet the personal requirements of those in need. 
Participates from the Athens Radio Club were Eddie Moore, W4REV, Jack Shrum, 
K4ABN, and Ed Rollor, N4ZRA. Many Red Cross Volunteers asked for more 


information about the radio club and expressed interest in getting their amateur radio 
license. 


The East Georgia Chapter covers Banks, Franklin, Hart, Jackson, Madison, Elbert, 
Barrow, Clarke, Oglethorpe, Oconee, Morgan and Greene Counties. The amateur 
radio operators working with Red Cross are presently developing communication 
operating procedures for transferring damage assessment data from the disaster site 
to headquarters in Athens. 


Ed Rollor, N4ZRA 


Local Ham News 


KD4AOZ Repeater 

The FCC wrote General licensee Sherill C. Fore, W4LMO, on July 18, 2000, 
citing allegations that Fore was operating an apparently 
uncoordinated repeater that was interfering with a coordinated 
repeater, KD4A0Z, operating on 147.645/045 MHz. “Evidence indicates 
that you have been informed of this by the coordinator, SouthEastern 
Repeater Association, and by the licensee of KD4A0Z, but that you have 
refused to take steps to solve the problem," wrote FCC Special Counsel 
for Amateur Radio Enforcement Riley Hollingsworth. The operation of 
Fore's repeater on 147.65/05 MHz has been the object of complaints 
dating back at least five years; the repeater has been on the air for 
approximately 10 years, according to information provided by the FCC. 
SERA says the repeater's frequency pair does not conform to its band 
plan. Hollingsworth noted that §97.205 of the FCC rules says the 
Licensee of the uncoordinated repeater has the primary responsibility 
to resolve interference in such situations. Hollingsworth gave Fore 20 


days to outline the steps he is taking to resolve the interference 
problem. 


You can check out all the new by going to 
http://vww.arrl.net/news/enforcement. Jogs/2000/0803 html 


Excerpts from ARRL Newsletter 


ARRL COLLECTING "RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS" TALES 


The ARRL has begun compiling a dossier of amateurs' experiences with 
CC&Rs--covenants, conditions and restrictions. Imposed by private 
homeowners! associations or by developers, CC&Rs--also known as 
"restrictive covenants" and "deed restrictions"--often impede or 
prohibit 

the installation of outside antennas. 


In January, the ARRL asked the FCC to reconsider its denial of the 
League's request to extend the limited federal preemption known as 
PRB-1 to restrictive covenants. The League has said it would like hams 
to be free to negotiate reasonable accommodation provisions with local 
homeowners' associations just as they do now with governmental land-use 
regulators. 


“What we're trying to do is compile documentary evidence to present if 
and when the occasion to do so arises," ARRL Legislative and Public 
Affairs Manager Steve Mansfield, NIMZA, said this week. "The 
experiences of amateurs with restrictive covenants will help us to 
determine our future direction on this issue," he explained. 


The ARRL is inviting narratives from amateurs who now are or have been 
denied the opportunity to. install an antenna or support structure on a 
dwelling they own because of CC&Rs. Narratives should relate directly 
to situations involving restrictive covenants and should be no longer 
than one page for inclusion in the CC&R database. Submittals should 
include name, call sign, the address at which you were denied the 
opportunity to put up an antenna, and the basis upon which you were 
denied or would expect to be denied. Participants should include a copy 
of the contract language that would exclude your antenna or support 


structure and copies of any denial letters from a homeowners! 
association. 


Submittals should be sent to ANTENNAS, c/o Steve Mansfield, N1MZA, 
American Radio Relay League, 225 Main St., Newington, CT 06111. E-mail 
submittals are welcome to smansfield@arri.org with the subject line 
"BNTENNAS". 


FCC TURNS DOWN KENWOOD "SKY COMMAND" PETITION 


The FCC has declared that use of Kenwood's "Sky Command" remote 
station control system does not comply with Amateur Service rules. In 
an Order released July 28, the FCC also declined to grant a waiver of 
the rules to make Sky Command legal. 


“We conclude that Sky Command does not comply with Section 97.201 (b), 
and that a waiver of the rules is not warranted, " the FCC said. 


sky Command, which lets the user control a fixed HF station via a pair 
of dual-band transceivers, has been on the market for almost three 
years. 


The ARRL has declined to permit Sky Command advertisements in QST, 
however, maintaining that the system was not legal to use as 
configured. Sky Command operates in full duplex, using a 70-cm 
frequency to transmit audio and control commands to a dualband 
transceiver at the remote station and a 2-meter frequency to transmit 
received audio via the remote station's Sky Command transceiver to the 
operator's transceiver. The VHF channel also contains a Morse code ID. 


The League has maintained that Kenwood's use of a 2-meter frequency 
would cause amateurs using the system to violate Section 97.201 (b), 


which limits auxiliary operation to certain frequencies above 222.15 
MHz. 


The FCC agreed, saying the VHF link was integral to Sky Command and 
that Kenwood's view represented "at best a tortured interpretation" of 
the rules. The Commission also declined to issue Kenwood a requested 
blanket waiver of the applicable rules because it said the manufacturer 
failed to meet the standards required to grant a waiver. 


The League has called Kenwood's Sky Command System “a fine product" 
that would be of interest to many hams if designed for frequencies on 
which auxiliary operation is legally permitted. 


Paul Middleton, KD6NUH, Kenwood's national sales manager for amateur 
and marine products, said the company has suspended shipment of the 
SkyCommand PG-4R interface cable, but says that it "can't change 
product software, manuals and literature.” Middleton said the company 
has not yet made a decision on the future of SkyCommand or on future 
entreaties to the FCC. 


HURRICANE NET ACTIVATES, BUT DEBBY'S A DUD 


As Debby twirled in the Atlantic, the Hurricane Watch Net activated 
this week for the first time in the current hurricane season. The Net 
began operation Monday on 14.325 MHz as Debby, then a tropical storm, 
approached the Leeward Islands. The Net activates on 14.325 MHz 
whenever severe weather threatens Caribbean or Atlantic islands or the 
US East or Gulf coasts. 


Net Manager Jerry Herman, N3BDW, said Monday that although Debby was 
just a tropical storm, it was forecast to become a hurricane, and he 
wanted the Net to get a leg up in gathering information from 
participating stations in the affected areas. Participating Hurricane 
Watch Net members pass weather-related information via W4EHW to the 
National Hurricane Center in Miami. 


As it turned out, Debby did gain Category 1 hurricane status the 
following day, with winds topping out at around 70 MPH with higher 
gusts. The storm's pace attracted the attention of Southern Florida 
amateurs, who began gearing up for possible disaster duty. Southern 
Florida SM Phyllisan West, KA4FZ1I, said Wednesday that hams there were 
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in a "wait-and-see attitude," although Debby had been downgraded to a 
tropical storm by then with only a slight chance of regaining hurricane 
status. West said that county emergency coordinators were working 


closely with local emergency operations centers to monitor preparations 
and be available as needed. 


Debby was downgraded to a tropical storm as it cleared the northern 
coast of Hispaniola. Reports received from the islands that the storm 
has passed indicate little or no damage from the storm. 


By week's end, Debby was continuing to diminish in strength and the 
Hurricane Watch Net discontinued operations after about 40 hours of 
operation. "Debby was certainly unusual in that we were in operation 
for some time while it was a tropical storm, but the proximity to the 


islands and forecast intensity warranted that," said HWN Manager 
Herman. 


Herman thanked Net members--and especially the newcomers-~for their 
performance in the Net's first activation of the 2000 hurricane season. 


W4EHW at the National Hurricane Center, which handles HWN reports 
during severe weather, also shut down Thursday. “Our sincere thanks to 
all of our dedicated W4EHW Operators, some who took time off work to 
keep W4EHW on the air," Assistant Amateur Radio Coordinator Julio 
Ripoll, WD4dR, said. "Your time and dedication to public service and 
humanitarian ideals is what makes Amateur Radio much more than just a 
hobby. Without you, W4EHW would just be a bunch of wires, boxes with 
lights and a lot of silence." 


QUESTION POOL COMMITTEE CHAIR STEPS DOWN 


Ray Adams, W4CPA, has resigned as the chairman of the National 
Conference of Volunteer Examiners' Question Pool Committee. Adams, 64, 
said he's served long enough and now would like to spend some time 
traveling with his wife. His resignation is effective immediately. 


AO-27 FM REPEATER DOWN FOLLOWING SOFTWARE RESET 


Ground controllers are asking that amateurs refrain for the time being 
from transmitting on the AO-27 satellite's uplink. The request comes as 
ground controllers are attempting to reload the satellite's software 
following a computer crash on July 31. 


"The analog repeater is turned off, so you will not be heard, and you 
will interfere with the software upload process," AO-27 Ground 
Controller Michael Wyrick, N4USI, said this week in asking for the 
cooperation of the amateur community. He says ground controllers are 
working as fast as they can to get ARO-27 back in operation. 


Wyrick says the AO-27 "easy sat" suffered a software reset on July 31. 
The satellite contains an FM voice repeater that uplinks on 2 meters 
and downlinks on 70 cm. A project of AMRAD, it was launched in 
September 1993. 


iat 


Wyrick said that uploading the necessary high-level code turned out to 
not be an easy task, Wyrick explained. "The primary control station 
used for uploading code was not used for over five years and required 
days of work to get back on-line," he said. But when the code was 
uploaded AO-27, the satellite ran the high-level code only for a few 
seconds, before rebooting again. Ground controllers were at a loss to 
explain the second reboot, but Wyrick says they're looking into several 
leads, and he asked the amateur community to be patient. 


"The best help the community can give is to not flood controllers with 
e-mail about when is AO-27 going to be back on-line," Wyrick said. "We 
are working as fast as satellite passes allow." 


Wyrick says the AO-27 exciter on 435.797 is turned on full-time and 
operates at low power during uploads. 


FCC TURNS DOWN CB DX PETITION 


The FCC has denied a petition that would have amended the FCC's Part 95 
rules to permit DXing on the 11-meter Citizens Band. The petition 
sought to amend 095.413 of the rules that prohibits communications or 
attempts to communicate with CB stations more than 250 km away and to 
contact stations in other countries. 


Designated RM-9807, the petition was filed by Popular Communications 
Contributing Editor Alan Dixon, N3HOE. 


"Dixon's request is inconsistent with the purpose of the CB Radio 
Service and could fundamentally alter the nature of the service," the 
FCC said in turning town the petition. 


The FCC action was adopted August 18. The Order was released August 21. 


The FCC said CB operators generally supported the proposal and stated 
that the present rule was unenforceable. The ARRL commented in 
opposition to the petition. "Phe Amateur Radio Service is the proper 
forum for the desired long-distance communications sought by the Dixon 
petition," the League told the FCC. 


The National Association of Broadcasters also opposed Dixon's petition. 
The NAB said that the restriction was necessary to deter CBers from 
operating at excessive power levels and that consumers must be 
protected from illegal CB transmissions that interfere with radio, TV 
and other consumer electronics. 


The FCC agreed with the ARRL and said it did not intend to create a 
service paralleling the Amateur Service when it authorized the Citizens 
Radio Service. "Amending the rules to permit long-distance and 
international communications would undermine the purpose of the CB 
Radio Service rules and compromise one of the core distinctions between 
the CB Radio Service and the Amateur Radio Service," the FCC concluded. 
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SOLAR UPDATE 


Solar sage Tad Cook, K7VVV, Seattle, Washington, reports: Solar 
activity took a big dive over the past week, with sunspot numbers 
dropping to 84 on August 22 and 23. Although NASA's Spaceweather.com 
reported that the Boulder sunspot number has not been this low in this 
calendar year, our records from past bulletins show that it has been 
lower than this several times in January. Boulder sunspot numbers, 
which are the ones reported weekly in this bulletin, were 69 on January 
1 and 2, 77 on January 3, 81 on January 29 and 82 on January 31, 2000. 


Does this drop mean that the peak for the current cycle has passed? Not 
at all. There are many wild variations in solar activity over the 
course of the average 11 year cycle, and the only real way to determine 


the peak or the minimum is to look back at a moving average many months 
later. 


The quieter sun did present some advantages for HF operators, because 
while the activity was lower, the earth's geomagnetic conditions were 
quieter as well. Conditions look quieter for the near term as well. 
Solar flux is probably bottoming out over the next few days, with 
predicted values for Friday through Tuesday at 128, 128, 130, 132, and 
135. Predicted planetary A index looks quiet as well, with unsettled 
conditions possible for August 30 through September 3. Solar flux for 
the next few weeks is expected to peak at only 175 near September 7-9. 
This is based only on what is known about activity during the previous 
rotation, and any new activity could change this. 


The fall equinox is less than one month away (September 22), and soon 
we should see a transition from summer to fall conditions. Daytime 
absorption on the upper bands and atmospheric noise on lower 
frequencies should be lessened, and stronger signals should be the rule 
for this equinox at the peak of solar cycle 23. 


Sunspot numbers for August 17 through 23 were 252, 231, 209, 150, 132, 
84 and 84 with a mean of 163.1. The 10.7 cm flux was 177.1, 169.5, 
157.1, 152.4, 151.4, 144.2 and 136.9, with a mean of 155.5. The 
estimated planetary A indices were 11, 6, 6, 7, 12, 5 and 11 with a 
mean of 8.3. 


In Brief: 


* ARRL Club 2000 Awards--your club can earn one! Active Amateur Radio 
clubs can earn a $1000 award and a spot in the limelight as part of the 
ARRL Club 2000 Awards program. Find out more at the Club 2000 
Achievement Awards Web site, http://www.arrl.org/field/club/club- 
awards/. 
The program is aimed at rewarding the achievements of ARRL-affiliated 
clubs by recognizing clubs that are growing, thriving, and developing 
positive community relations. For more information contact Club 
Programs Coordinator Margie Bourgoin, KBIDCO, kbidco@arrl.org; 
860-594-0267; FAX 860-594-0259. 
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* Logo sought for Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Program: The 
Certification and Continuing Education pilot project has a name, thanks 
to the 383 people who took the time to vote. The winner: "Amateur Radio 
Emergency Communications Program." The next step is to gather 
suggestions for a logo for the program, the first block in the League's 
Certification and Continuing Education Program. ARRL Certification 
Specialist Dan Miller, K3UFG, requests that proposed logo designs be 
simple and in black-and-white. The new emergency communications course 
is in the final stages of development and is expected to be offered as 
an Internet class in September. The outline and related materials can 
be viewed at http://www.svvi.net/w0ipl/emcom-rd.htm. Send suggested 
logo designs to Dan Miller, K3UFG, k3ufg@arrl.org. An acknowledgment 
will be sent within two working days.--Dan Miller, K3UFG 


* Vanity fee stays at $14 this fiscal year: The annual regulatory fee 
for an Amateur Radio vanity call sign will stay $14 ($1.40 per year for 
the 10-year license term). The FCC has revised its Schedule of 
Regulatory Fees in order to collect the $185,754,000 that Congress has 
required the Commission to collect for Fiscal Year 2000, but it 
proposed no change in the vanity fee. The Commission adopted the 
proposed schedule of fees on June 30. (FY 2000 began last September; 
the fees are paid in arrears.) The FCC said it anticipates 8000 
applications for vanity call signs during FY 2000. 


* Albert H. Wohlers name change: Albert H. Wohlers, the administrator 
for the ARRL Amateur Radio equipment insurance program, has changed its 
name to Seabury & Smith. The change does not affect the ham radio 
equipment program, which Wohlers has been administering for nearly 20 
years. For more information, contact Seabury & Smith, 847-493-4581; 
800-900-9772, or visit http://www.wohlers.com/.--Seabury & Smith 


* Amateur Radio news transmission QRMing aircraft band: Efforts are 
under way to locate the source of an Amateur Radio news transmission 
that's causing interference to AM aircraft communication at 134 MHz in 
the vicinity of Long Island, New York, and Southeastern Connecticut. 
The interference is believed to the result of an unintentional spurious 
from a repeater or other transmitter. The transmission appears to be of 
the weekly Amateur Radio Newsline broadcast. The interference has been 
showing up only on Saturday evenings at around 10. Newsline has been 
asked by the Federal Aviation Administration contact stations in the 
Greater New York City area that air the weekly news feed to help track 
down the interference source. According to Newsline, commercial pilots 
flying between 17,000 and 24,000 feet report hearing the signals. Those 
having information on possible sources of this interference are asked 
to contact Guy Fisk of the FAA's Boston regional office, 781-238-7490, 
or Amateur Radio Newsline, newsline@arnewsline.org.--Newsline 


* Hospital program teaches kids to operate Amateur Radio: A program at 
Tampa Children's Hospital St. Joseph's is introducing Amateur Radio to 
some of its young patients. TCH patients can participate in Amateur 
Radio learning sessions with physicians and hospital staff who are ham 
operators at the hospital's Kids Space Ham Radio. "I love teaching 
children about the workings of Amateur Radio," says TCH pediatric 
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cardiologist and Amateur Radio operator Dr. James Huhta, AA4MD. "The 
Kids Space Ham Radio program not only helps get the children's minds 
off of their illnesses, but it also exposes them to a hobby they may 


enjoy the rest of their jives."-Greg Brostowicz, St. Joseph's~Baptist 
Health Care 


* Tromelin Island stats: The Lyon DX Group members operating FR/ F6KDE/T 
from Tromelin Island finished up operations late on August 14. The 
four-man crew logged some 51,500 QSOs during 15 days of operation--some 
17,000 on CW, 33,800 on SSB and 580 on RTTY. The team now is back in 
France. On-line logs will be available soon. QSL via Radio Club de la 
Gendarmerie de Bron--F6KDF, 292, Route de Genas F-69677 BRON cedex 
FRANCE.-~Bernie McClenny, W3UR/The Daily DX 


* USA ARDF organizers sought: ARRL Amateur Radio Direction Finding 
Coordinator Joe Moell, KOOV, is seeking organizers for the USA ARDF 
Championships to be held in 2001. Moell says the 11-member ARDF Team 
USA, now is training to compete at the World Championships in China 
during October, and he's looking for organizers for a US event next 
year. Moell says the city selected will host radio orienteers from all 
over the USA for separate events on 2 and 80 meters, in accordance with 
IARU rules for ARDF competitions. Moell asks those seriously interested 
in hosting the 2001 USA ARDF Championships to contact him now for more 
information. For more information, contact ARRL ARDF Coordinator Joe 
Moell, KOOV, homingin@aol.com; http: //www.homingin.com.-~Joe Moell, 
KOOV 


* ULS hints redux: Those attempting to register or use the Fcc's 
Universal Licensing System occasionally (maybe that's an 
understatement) have been frustrated when entering a licensee name only 
to have the ULS come back with a “no matches" response. Unfortunately, 


the FCC database does not recognize the period "." after an initial, 
such as in “John Q. Public" and the ULS is not programmed to disregard 
a". in a name query. When entering a licensee name to search, enter 


the last name first, followed by a comma and no punctuation after any 
middie initial. But wait! If there's a “Jr" or "Sr" or Roman numeral 
such as II or II after the name, the FCC database includes the 

suffix as part of the last name. This means if you search--on the ULS 
or on one of the many call sign sites on the Web--for licensee John Q. 
Public III, you must search for “public III, John Q" or the name won't 
show. You can also search just on a last name without a comma 
following, but this also will yield all names that begin with "Public" 
including the one you're looking for. All hams who received new tickets 
or upgrades during the restructuring flurry now are registered in the 
ULS. These licensees must contact the FCC's Technical Support Hotline 
in order to obtain a temporary ULS password. A ULS password is required 
to access the system to file additional applications or changes-~for 
example, to apply for a vanity call sign, to renew, or to file a change 
of address. To obtain a temporary password, call the Technical Support 
Hotline, 202-414-1250. ULS-registered amateurs may change their 
passwords online via the ULS. 
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Material from The ARRL Letter may be republished or reproduced in whole 
or in part in any form without additional permission. Credit must be 
given to The ARRL Letter and The American Radio Relay League. 
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